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Diary Dates
FRIDAY MAY 24
Possum Magic
Rec - Year 3

MONDAY MAY 27
School Audit

TUESDAY MAY 28
Assembly 2.50pm
Phonics Screening
Training - Lauren

FRIDAY JUNE 7
Pupil Free Day
Teachers working with
the Partnership

MONDAY JUNE 10
Public Holiday
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NAPLAN is done and dusted for another year. After lots of
preparation to have everything set up to run NAPLAN Online for
the first time, I am pleased to report that all the tests ran very
smoothly here last week. Any students who may have been a little
anxious soon got into the swing of things, nobody panicked and
they were all able to complete their tests in the allocated time.
You probably heard or read media reports about disruptions in
many schools, but our new network worked like a dream with just
a few very short losses of connection for the Year 5 and 7 writing
test. These were easily managed and didn't affect the students.
The other tests were all run online and there were no disruptions
to any of them.

National Volunteer Week - May 20 - 26
Thank you to all of the wonderful people who volunteer their time
to help provide the best opportunities for our students. We have
parents who help through the Governing Council and P&F, those
who drive students to performances, come on camp, prepare
lunches, help in the garden, run the Playgroup - we truly
appreciate each and every one of you.
We also have Glenis Petkovic who is here as an ‘official’ volunteer
3 days a week. She spends most of her time in the JP class,
listening to reading, supporting individuals and small groups of
students, and providing an extra pair of hands when needed. She
also helps out in the library and does any of those additional jobs
that need doing. Thank you, Glenis - you are a real asset to our
school.

Plans for Beautifying the School
Something that was raised by most groups of people during the
consultation process last year was finding ways to give our school
more street appeal. The P&F is working on producing a new school
sign down by the front gate; it will be good to have an up-to-date
map of the school to welcome visitors.
Kate Clothier is working with the primary students to design a
bright, mosaic mural that will be attached to the vegie garden
fence. This is in the early planning phase at the moment.
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SAPSASA Cross Country
On the 8th of May some of the Upper Primary students raced at cross country. Eleanor, Matilda
and Taylor started off the day; Eleanor came 4th, Matilda came 6th and Taylor 16th. Straight after
that Ethan raced and came 44th. Then Alex went, starting off strong and keeping up the pace, she
finished at number 8. George started off well, then dropped back a few places but he always had
a smile on his face; he ended up coming 54th. I ran next and came in at 18. The last race of the
day was Jack. It was a tough run but he did well and ended up coming 25th. It was a great day.
Thank you to Mrs G-B for organising and supervising the day, to Kirsty Treloar for driving and to
all parents who came along to support the team.
By William

Reading Comprehension
Improving our students’ reading comprehension is one of the focus areas in our Site Improvement
Plan. We have developed a Scope and Sequence of the specific strategies we teach during reading
lessons which outlines how the skills are developed from Junior, to Middle to Upper Primary.
Previously I have written in the newsletter about strategies we employ in the classroom to help
develop the children’s comprehension and how you can support that at home. These include:
Predicting - what do you think the book will be about? What might happen next?
Clarifying - what does that word mean? I don’t understand that bit.
Questioning - why did the character act that way? How did he feel when …?
Summarising - retell the story, find key-words.
An additional strategy is Making Connections.

How can you help?
When listening to your JP children read ask them to:
Connect the text to personal experiences, connect the text to images and diagrams, find all the words
that relate to one thing, eg: the dog - it’s big, brown and white, it has floppy ears, it chases balls.
MP children connect texts to themselves, to other texts and to the world. Questions you can ask:
What does this story remind you of? How is this text similar to others you’ve read? How are events
the same or different to the real world?
Encourage older children to make connections: between themselves and the character, between texts
about the same theme, between the text and world issues.

Auskick
Our Upper Primary students have been running Auskick as part of our Premier’s Be Active Fitness
program on Friday afternoons. Everyone is having fun while learning lots of new skills.
By the way, we have ordered some new, colourful footy and netball post protection pads - thank you
to the P&F.

Old-style Polo Tops

$2!
As you probably know we
introduced new uniform polo tops
last year, with the aim to phase the
old ones out
completely by next year.
We still have some old
size 8, 10 and 12 tops available for
bargain basement price of $2.
“First in best-dressed”
See Leanne if you’d like one.

