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We have had a great start to the 2020 school year, with everyone
settling in well to new routines (including the teachers). The holidays
were a very traumatic time for many people across the state and
indeed the country; we can be very thankful that we were safe here. I
hope you all enjoyed some quality family time.

Diary Dates
MONDAY FEBRUARY 10
Governing Council AGM
7.30pm
Please return nomination
form by Friday if you’re
interested in joining the
Council

TUESDAY FEBRUARY 11
Adelaide Zoo
Excursion

FRIDAY FEBRUARY 21
Partnership Meeting
Cathy
Family/Staff BBQ and
Information Night
5.30pm
Term 1 Calendar is
attached

We welcome two new people to the Keyneton Primary School family this
year. Logan Makris has joined the JP class as a new Reception student
and Alice Howard is teaching the JPs Tuesdays to Fridays this term. Kate
Clothier has the JPs on Mondays and teaches Indonesian on Tuesdays. I
am teaching the Primary class on Mondays and Shari Gonzalez takes
over for the rest of the week. We will team-teach for part of the English
and Maths lessons on Tuesdays and Thursdays. (We are still waiting for
Cannizzaro baby news - any day now!)

Thank You
Thank you to the people who helped care for the grounds and vegie
garden during the holidays. We are very grateful to Sally Gethin-Jones
and Paul Clarkson who installed irrigation to all of our new plants along
the Angaston side and front of the school.
Thank you to Jo Michalanney and her boys who looked after the
vegies - not an easy job in the hot weather. Raelene Possnicker and Jo
are keen to involve the students in collecting seeds, propagating,
planting, harvesting and cooking so we look forward to that too.

Whole School Theme
Our Term 1 Science focus is Life and Living, with the JPs “Watching it
Grow” and the Primary students learning about “Desert Survivors”. This
will be linked to other curriculum areas as much as possible.

Family and Staff Barbecue
We thought it would be a good idea to provide time for a short class
information session before the traditional family/staff barbecue on
Friday February 21. Teachers will give an overview of classroom
routines, organisation and expectations. This will provide you with the
opportunity to clarify any general questions you may have.
If you have questions specific to your child we are more than happy to
chat with you, please come in and make a time so that conversations are
not rushed before or after school.
We look forward to a positive, challenging, fun 2020 with your children.
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I.T. Upgrades

Road Safety Reminder

We are very excited about upgrades to our
internet system. We now have SWIFT optic fibre
cable installed which means we will have the
fastest internet available as soon as it is all
connected.

Just a reminder about driving up to near the side
car park gate before doing a U-turn when dropping off or picking up your children please. It is
much safer for our students if you are
turning well away from where they cross the
road. Please also park a little way away from the
crossing markings so there is clear vision up and
down the road.

We also have our own Department IT support
people looking after us. That means we will have
a technician here once a fortnight making sure
everything is working properly. He can also
access our server remotely to perform any
necessary updates.

Brain Food and Healthy Eating

We have support to develop a plan for upgrades
over time and access to up-to-date equipment.

Growth Mindset
For some time now we have encouraged
students to accept challenges and be willing to
have a go and make mistakes so they can learn
and grow.
We feel it is time for a re-focus on this and have
asked child psychologist, Vicki Martin, to run
some more sessions to help the students understand the concept and develop the skills of
resilience so they can face challenges positively.
When our current Year 4s were in Reception
Vicki taught them about Naughty Ninja and Wise
Owl; they are now ready to learn how the brain
grows from attempting things that are difficult.
Vicki will run age-appropriate workshops with
the students over several weeks and we will also
organise a parent session so that we are all on
the same page and can best support your
children.

Tissues
Would you please supply a box of tissues for
each of your children. It would be great if you
could encourage them to bring a tissue to school
each day because we do go through a lot of
boxes in each class every year. Please send the
boxes of tissues to the office so Leanne can
record your donation—the boxes do not need to
be named.

It is very pleasing to see that most of our
students do bring healthy Brain Food for a midmorning snack. Please remember that this snack
should be unprocessed food: vegetables and
fresh or dried fruit. It’s a good idea if it is easy to
eat while students continue working, so juicy,
messy food is best kept for recess or lunch.
Attached is the Keyneton Primary Healthy Eating
Guide. Hopefully you will find the tips helpful
when preparing school lunches for your children.
The Primary students are very keen to reduce
the amount of waste in lunch boxes and are
aiming for “nude food” each day. If you can
support them, and all of our children, by
providing reusable containers or food in beeswax
wrappers that would be greatly appreciated.

Recycling
The Council is going to provide us with a yellow
bin so we can be more pro-active in our recycling
efforts.
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